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Missouri Association of County 
Developmental Disability Services 

2010 Legislative Priorities 
 

 
Essential Health and Safety Priorities : 
 
Community Viability  – Provide annual increases to community providers, who experience the 
same annual rising costs of doing business the state does – increased utility costs, fuel costs, 
insurance costs etc.. Address rate inequities of established providers according to the 
recommendations of the Department of Mental Health to the Senate Select Committee on Mo 
Health Net Provider Rate Equalization. 
 
Emergencies  - Fund emergency and critical residential placements to ensure health and safety. 
 
Crisis Prevention  - Prevent premature, costly out-of-home placement by funding individual and 
family supports, regardless of Medicaid eligibility. 
 
Crisis in Care  – In order to provide services in the safest environment possible and to prevent 
the loss of trained, qualified personnel, fund community providers to ensure direct care staff 
wages are equitable to state employees providing the same services. 
 
Crisis Intervention  – Provide statewide specialized community supports for individuals in 
medical or behavioral crisis. These may be individuals moving out of habilitation centers or at-
risk of entering them. Services are needed in-home and in short-term residential settings. 
 
Monitor Actions Related to: 
Revenue Limits – Monitor any legislative action(s) that would limit revenue or appropriations. 
 
Access to Essential Services - Support county initiatives to reduce caseload sizes through 
expanding county-based case management. 
 
National Accreditation - Support national accreditation as a choice for providers as a quality 
indicator. 
 
Vital Transportation – Increase MEHTAP funds to support local transportation initiatives to allow 
consumers to access their communities for medical and employment purposes. 
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